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though, we had a lot of 

laughs and we learned about 

each other. 

      The following day was 

filled with more tests and 

balloon busting games. We 

also tagged a few more 

brothers with their sweet 

names. 

       All in all, we left those 

fist two days feeling some-

thing that many of us have 

never felt before: hope.  Now 

we know we are right where 

we are  suppose to be. There 

are still those who are un-

sure, though. We all have the 

opportunity to become better 

men and it’s not going to be 

easy. The journey will prove 

to be more than some can 

handle as transcendence 

only comes with endurance. 

remember we are Transcend-

ent 22!! 

—Christopher M. “Scarecrow” 

Transcendent XXII  begins. 

We have all been building 

towards this moment.  Eager 

to start, everyone woke up 

early to see what awaited us 

in the PEP room. They called 

us out around 7:00 a.m., we 

could hear music thumping  

somewhere in the distance 

as we headed down the hall. 

My heart started to fluster 

with every step as we en-

tered into a disco paradise. 

Lights flashing, people danc-

ing and all of class XXII over-

whelmed by the love and 

support of those greeting us. 

     The beginning of transfor-

mation was evident  as  every 

participant had a smile on his  

face from ear to ear. Every-

one  breathed a sigh of relief 

that we finally made it. Upon  

everyone making it into the 

room, Rocky A. took the mike  

and asked, “Who  are we?”! 

We all responded with “ We 

are PEP!”. It was amazing to 

hear all the voices together in 

unison like that. We realized 

right then that we are all in 

this together. Shortly after 

we spread our wings to pray 

in, we al tried our best to win 

the crown of “Chicken 

Dance King.” We made eight 

lines on both sides of the 

room and the battle began. 

Brothers were strutting their 

stuff and pouring sweat in 

the middle of the room. In 

the end, though, William F. 

was the sole survivor for 

Class XXII.  Then, he made 

short work of Paxton K. who 

was representing Class XXI. 

       We all caught our breath 

and made an aisle for the 

staff to head to the back of 

the room as the music came 

to life and once again the 

dancing began. Once in front 

of the room, all the execu-

tives introduced themselves. 

We  started to realize that 

we have become part of 

something  amazing. 

       After the guests came 

the tests. “Put everything 

under your seat and no talk-

ing.” You guessed it, test 

time! After the tests, we 

paired up  to gather infor-

mation for the auction. 

When the bidding began, 

people were offering every-

thing from q-tips to empty 

chip bags. Needless to say, 
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       Just another week waiting for 

mail call and hoping to hear my 

name called. I had heard about the 

PEP program, but never did I think 

I would hold the invitation to apply. 

I was already 325 miles away from 

my family; now, I had to consider 

making a choice that would put me 

even farther away. Selecting PEP  

meant contact with my family 

would drastically decrease. 

         Going to a new place is never  

pleasant. It is hard to change 

things we are used to whether they 

be behaviors, people in our lives or 

the places we put ourselves. I re-

ceived the application, filled it out 

and two months later I was on 

chain. I never thought I would be 

given the chance to participate in 

something like this. 

       My story is not unique and all 

of my Class XXII brothers have 

gone through their own struggles  

to get to this point. Immediately 

obvious upon arriving to the Cleve-

land Unit is that this will not be the 

typical experience. People were kind 

and courteous and the atmosphere 

was relaxed. Our first month on the 

unit we are filled with many opinions 

of the program. Keeping an open 

mind is crucial to formulating a solid 

opinion, so we listen. We all have to 

experience it for ourselves to really 

see what PEP is all about, though. 

All of us have to give the program 

and ourselves a fair chance. It is 

perfectly acceptable to be skeptical 

and wonder if we made the right 

decision.   

The Effective Leadership ex-

perience validated in most of our 

minds that the right choice was 

made. God has chosen us for this 

journey and the blessing is starting 

to unfold. 

         Looking back, I never could 

have imagined a network and fel-

lowship of people who are commit-

ted to giving to others and so full 

of love. There are so many people 

who care about us and want us to 

achieve our full potential and be-

come valuable, contributing mem-

bers of society. On behalf of all my 

brothers in Class XXII, I would like 

to say we are grateful to be part of 

something that is always evolving 

and becoming better every day. 

This will not only forge friendships 

that will last a lifetime, but is the 

first  step toward leaving a positive 

legacy. Let The Journey Begin. 

—Benjamin D. “Raiderette” 

 “A journey of a 

thousand miles   

begins with one 

step.”   

              —Chinese Proverb 

good stewards and have made the 

commitment to growth and building 

community. 

       Kristie shared the story of Bill 

Crawford, a decorated soldier now 

serving as a janitor. He was able to 

deliver life lessons to all those  who 

were open-minded and receptive. 

We heard things like no labels, eve-

ryone deserves respect, courtesy 

makes a difference, take time to 

know your people, anyone can be a 

hero, leaders should be humble, life 

won’t always hand you what you 

want, and no job is beneath a lead-

er. 

       We were all persuaded to let go 

       What an overwhelming  week 

every one of us have shared. We 

feel blessed to be amongst the 

best.  Kristie R. “Mimi” graced us 

with her presence and spoke on 

servant leadership. PEP believes 

that with leadership comes the 

overriding responsibility to be of 

service to others. She explained to 

us a deeper outlook of the logic 

behind the words servant-leader. 

The gifts that a servant-leader 

posses are abundant and are ac-

quired over time as we grow, but 

they are  hidden inside all of us. 

Servant leaders listen, have empa-

thy, awareness, persuasion, con-

ceptualization, are forthright, are 

of self and learn to serve. We are 

thankful for her kind words and 

smiles and look forward to seeing 

Mimi again real soon. 

— Gerard G.“Boo Boo” 
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 It has started! Class 

Transcendent XXII has arrived 

and we’re ready to rise above 

our limitations. It starts with 

accountability. This is what our 

guest speaker Israel E. spoke 

about Thursday. He instilled in 

the class that without account-

ability, neither our participants 

nor the executives with whom 

we work with will be changed 

by program. It will take every-

one doing our part to be a 

strong link in this chain count-

ing on each other while we all 

are on one accord. Israel made 

a point when he said that ac-

countability isn’t a PEP thing, 

it’s a real life thing. He also 

agreed with us , when he said 

that to hold someone account-

able you must first have a rela-

tionship with the person. I 

agree with that as well because for someone 

to accept being held accountable he must 

first accept that it is for the betterment of 

himself and for us as a unit.  

 We all have to understand PEP is 

not just a program, it is a revolution, and it 

should be fun and rewarding. This is anoth-

er value that Israel spoke about. What I 

enjoyed the most (and I think I speak for 

the class) was when he talked about how 

mush fun he was able to have with the PEP 

brothers. How he has created a work envi-

ronment that encourages laughter, imagina-

tion, fellowship and creativity. How they’re 

able to have nerf balls and throw them 

around the office. He showed us slides of 

the brothers after they had been sky diving 

and hill climbing and how they ended up all 

muddy. But the most moving slide of them 

all is when all he showed the brothers help-

ing Michael Potts after he had the terrible 

fire accident to his house. It was great to 

see the unity that is created by men 

of all backgrounds.  

 This leads to the most 

important value of them all— 

Love. We are committed to service 

in love. PEP “brothers” and leaders 

will be patient and kind, never envi-

ous or boastful or rude. We will not 

seek our own way nor be easily 

provoked; rather, we will bear all 

things and endure all things. We 

will rejoice in the truth and always 

seek out the best in others. This is a 

value that we all should live by. 

Brothers, let’s all surpass what has 

held us back. Let’s transcend. God 

Bless us all. 

                                                                                                                             

— Arthur S. “Sweet Snickers” 

      The second day of Class 

XXII was just as exciting as the 

first. Al Massey gave a presen-

tation on the Driving Value 

“Fresh Start” Outlook. It was a 

delight to have a Class 9 gradu-

ate and fellow brother come 

and encourage us with his testi-

mony. Before his incarceration, 

Al was a successful business-

man. He was in denial of the 

fact that he was a functional 

alcoholic, though. A terrible 

accident led our brother to TDC 

for a five and a half year stay. 

During this time he made the 

courageous decision to 

change his life. 

      His story is evident and 

testimony to the “Fresh 

Start” Outlook PEP values. He 

brings a glimpse of hope to 

each of us listening. He in-

spired Class XXII with, “It’s 

never too late to be what you 

might have been.” His pas-

sion for life was unmistaka-

ble  as emotions took over 

and he shed heartfelt tears. 

It’s not always about trying to 

fix something broken, but 

about creating something 

better. Al Massey gives all 

credit to the  Lord, the God of 

new beginnings. 

      Key to a fresh start: 

“Break the habit of giving into 

the temptation of reaching 

for things that are comforta-

ble.” 

 

— Johnathan S.  

“Little Caesars” 
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The candlestick chart and stock info are from Dia-

mondback Energy (FANG). Reporting period from 

4-9-14 through 7-14-14. 

     Most of us have never 

taken the time to learn how 

to invest or manage our 

money. Fortunately, PEP has 

another great opportunity 

for all of us to take ad-

vantage of: Investment Club. 

We are a month into our 

new segment and we have 

already learned a tremen-

dous amount about how to 

buy, sell and trade stocks. 

     We have elected officials 

to assume leadership roles: 

Paxton K. (President), Nick 

H. (Treasurer) and Roy M. 

(Secretary). The next step 

was to choose four qualified 

individuals as captains of 

teams. Each team is then 

given $50,000 in capital to 

invest in the market. We 

work together as a whole 

group in investment club, 

but we all have individual strategies as teams. 

Some may believe that the money is in trying 

to sell short or predict what the market will do 

day by day. This involves speculation and the 

ability to crunch numbers or do technical anal-

ysis. There are others who believe that the 

most important factor is how the business is 

run. They buy because they want to be part of 

the company, so they research CEO’s and 

management practices. This is a more funda-

mental approach.  

     Learning to compete with those profession-

als on Wall Street, we take every gain and loss 

as a valuable life lesson. In order to be effec-

tive and build wealth, we all have to asses our 

risk tolerance and decide how aggressive we 

intend to be and what our goals are. Age and 

position in life are definitely a factor, getting 

older obviously means less time to build for 

retirement.  

     Class XXII will soon have the oppor-

tunity to learn more about  finances dur-

ing class with Bert S. and with reading 

Living in the Village. Take the time to ask 

questions and learn about what you can 

do to secure your financial future. Never 

take for granted that you have plenty of 

time because with every passing second 

you have lost something that you can 

never regain. Practice being wise stew-

ards of your time by taking advantage of 

the resources PEP has placed at your 

disposal. 

— Nick H.  “Sweet Alfalfa” 

Chart like the one above are used to track the trends in a particular 

stock and the volume of that stock that is traded in a given period. 

This limited example of a candlestick chart is just one of many tools 

that will help the investor see market trends in hope of insight into 

opportune buying and selling cycles. 
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were cloistered in corners of the 

room talking strategy for the event 

and the rumors that were looming  

of chocolate chip cookies.  The reali-

ty of the size and importance of the 

event was unavoidable. The 

cramped wrists from homework 

were healing and the price started to 

seem well worth the reward.  

  Pat M. entered the room 

and we formed up in line to start our 

short trip to the gym where as we 

exited the corridor we started to fol-

low the of cheers and music. Excite-

ment and nervousness was felt all 

around. The smells of perfume and 

cologne mingled and danced with 

the wind as we were reminder of the 

world just beyond our reach. 

 We entered in to the tunnel 

of love that was formed by all the 

volunteers and servant-leaders. We 

 The sun was out , the sky 

was blue and it was Friday morn-

ing as 78 executive volunteers 

descended onto the Cleveland 

unit for an experience that would 

initiate events that would last 

forever. For many this was their 

first time to go to prison, and for 

many already in prison this was 

their first opportunity to get out-

side the norm of prison life. The 

energy in the PEP room before 

the kickoff event was electric as 

we checked the condition of our 

blue pajamas making last minute 

preparations on hair, breath and 

other appearance issues. To say 

that some were nervous is a gross 

understatement. 

 The house PEP deejay  

was spinning music as some of 

the servant-leaders decided to  

start a random dance off. People 

O f f i c i a l  K i c k o f f  
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P E P  C h r o n i c l e  

were greeted not as prisoners 

but as people and the infectious 

energy made it impossible not 

to smile from ear to ear. They 

came for us and to be part of 

this program, but they know 

that through the process 

strengths will be discovered and 

weakness conquered. Solidarity 

on a path to a more enlightened 

state with limits only if they are 

imposed by us. 

 As Bert S. takes the 

mike and opens the event one 

could not help but notice that 

there were those still afraid of 

this day. We embarked on a 

basic team building exercise 

called “Step to the Line”. The 

questions were at first innocu-

ous but became more and more 

invasive allowing for all to see 

the similarities. 

 The energy was still 
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high as the Master of Ceremonies  

Al ”Granny Panties”  took over. His 

task—to introduce all the new vol-

unteers and send them to the 

back of the room. Everyone is go-

ing to dance, no exceptions. Well,  

unless you have a doctor’s note 

(which someone did) or you would 

like to make a donation. The veter-

ans, even though they have the 

golden wings, still showed their 

moves and followed that with 

heartfelt words to class XXII. 

 We then started to feel 

the anxiety as the informal meet 

and greet was about to begin. The 

waiting was over and it was time 

to shine. Handshakes and intro-

ductions were made as we spoke 

with executives ranging from un-

dergraduates to those with 

Ph.D.'s. Successful entrepreneurs 

and participants sitting round 

bouncing ideas off one another 

and generating new creations. We 

rotated in and out of those seats 

under the watchful eyes of those 

who had not long ago occupied 

those same chairs. The servant-

leaders then arranged the chairs 

back into the original formation 

for some sweet time from class 

XXII. The owning of sweet 

names brought laughter, but 

some of the men like Martin M. 

and Demetri T. fought back 

heartfelt tears as they expressed 

what this day meant. When the 

final words were spoken by class 

XXII, a standing ovation was 

heard throughout the gym. 

 One would think that 

the end was near but Bert still 

had some tricks up his sleeve. 

George C. ( from the outside) 

told of the inevitable struggles 

that will come after release, but 

the are not insurmountable if we 

stay locked into the PEP net-

work. Next to the stage, the win-

ner of B.P.C. Nick H. His story of 

faith and dedication was an in-

spiration for many in class XXII. 

He exited the stage to the sound 

of applause and back into the 

support role that is the bread and 

butter of our program. The new 

volunteers expressed their love 

and commitment  as they told of 

what this day really meant to 

them. 

 PEP is less a program 

and more of a revolution through 

action in love and wisdom. We 

are only as strong as the people 

in the program and the ones who 

support it. From the looks of it on 

Friday, the train is unstoppable. 

What is PEP? It’s life after death, 

it’s getting up and dusting the 

past off and moving forward. This 

is a privilege and a responsibility 

not only to ourselves, but to every 

man, woman and child that calls 

PEP family. We are PEP!! 

—Thomas B. “Austin Powers”  

O f f i c i a l  K i c k o f f  ( c o n t . )  

P a g e  6  P E P  C h r o n i c l e  
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BRAIN BUSTERS 

ECONOMICS OF ONE UNIT 

Amos F. is a gangster rapper. His name is A-dog. His only experience is knocking on tables and cell doors, 

but he manages to record himself playing and singing and sells CD’s out of the trunk of his 1965 AMC 

Rambler. He prices each CD at $5, and considers a unit to be 3 CD’s.  Last month, A-dog somehow man-

aged to sell $6,000 worth of  albums to 200 people.  He paid $1600 for blank CD’s last month.  He also 

spent $550 trying to keep his rusted out bucket jalopy up and running. 

 

A) How much product makes up Amos’s unit of sale? 

B) Name and calculate the three lines that make up his EOU/revenue model. 

C) Calculate Amos’s breakeven point. 

D) Show his income statement (25% tax rate) BONUS: list percent of sales for  

      each line (round to the nearest whole percent – if it’s .5 go up. If .4 go down). 

E) On average, how many CD’s did each customer buy? 

 

___________        _______ 

___________        _______ 

___________        _______ 

 

   _______ 

————  ———– 

————  ———– 

————  ———– 

————  ———– 

————  ———– 

————  ———– 

P a g e  7  P E P  C h r o n i c l e  
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WHERE ARE THEY 

NOW? 

 

A Word From Peer Education 

What’s 

up Transcendent XXII. I am 

honored to be one of the many 

brothers that are ready to serve 

you on this journey.       Re-

member: That to whom much is 

given much is expected. We 

plan on investing our time, 

which is our life, and we expect 

to see you put in everything on 

your part and more! I truly be-

lieve that all of you will go be-

yond all the expectations. Do 

not hesitate to ask for help, we 

are here for you!!!                  

—Angel B. “Angel Eyes” 

      

Hello my fellow brothers from 

another mother! I’m excited to see 

how class XXII will progress from 

the other side as a servant-leader. 

Always remember to stay focused 

on what’s in front of you and not 

worry about everything else. Times 

will get tough but remember why 

you are here! Always stay positive 

and keep pushing forward  because 

no one wants this change more 

than yourself.                                                           

 

—Peter N. “Gieco Lizard” 

     The time we are doing and 

the moment that is now is over-

looked.  Many would label this “a 

waste of time”. In fact, though, 

what most of us were doing 

before here was the true waste of 

time. Use this period of your life 

to equip yourself, refine your 

character and lean toward a 

more positive and well deserved 

future. It’s an honor to be 

amongst my brothers of Trans-

cendent XXII! This time we 

share.                                        

—Alex L.   “Justin Bieber” 

Anybody Remember this guy? The 

original “Richard Simmons”. He is 

still out there leading the way . 

Pablo is working at Paner Bread 

and living at the Caleb house. He 

has returned recently from Florida 

where he spent time with family 

and his brother got married. I 

would not be surprised to see him 

at the bread factory with his apron 

on saying, “Come on girls a one, a 

two , a three and a four”. Keep 

leading the way, brother. 

Look at this guy all decked out in 

the free world clothes. That’s exactly 

where he came from for graduation 

and where he is today. Last seen on 

PEP TV giving back to the commu-

nity and eating some delicious look-

ing sandwiches. The Covington 

House is a better place just because 

he’s there. We’ll be waiting to hear 

about his success in the future. Until 

then, though, we’ll have to look for 

him on the upcoming episode of 

PEP TV. 

In case you’re wondering, he still 

isn’t wearing shirts. Kevin Smith is 

however doing well living in Dallas 

with his family. Since being re-

leased he has enrolled in a 6 month 

vocation for HVAC and already 

has several job opportunities lined 

up. Kevin is planning to attend E-

School and an upcoming event at 

the Dallas transitional house. I  

hope that he is being the man  

God has called him to be.  

P a g e  8  
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